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Friday 11th December 2015 
From Mrs May 

I can’t believe how quickly this term has gone. It’s been incredibly busy and exciting and there have 

been some real highlights. We have celebrated Ramadan and Eid, Jewish New Year, Harvest, 

Halloween, Guy Fawkes’ Night, Diwali, Chanukah and Advent. We have supported McMillan Cancer 

(coffee morning), Royal British Legion (poppies), Children in Need (dress as a hero), Rotary (shoebox 

appeal) and the NSPCC (bobble hat day). We have enjoyed events including a movie night, organised 

by FoL, Road Safety Week, organised by Mrs Bointon, and a football match against Edge Grove 

School, organised by Mr Pilavas. We have enjoyed so many new resources in many different areas of 

the school, particularly those donated through the FoL’s fundraising endeavours.  

We are enjoying the new format of our gymnastics and dance lessons at Bushey Grove Leisure 

Centre and love all the after school activities on offer, including the new golf club (ha ha), which are 

proving a hit (no pun intended). Ballet lessons with Miss Arpi are going well and the children are 

responding very well to the change of staff. Talking of new staff, Mrs Sangster has settled in well and 

has certainly made her mark. The harvest festival was a lovely occasion and one which I hope will be 

repeated. Mrs Sangster hit the ground running in September and helped the children to sing some 

beautiful harvest songs. As soon as the service was over, she started working on Christmas songs 

and her talent and hard work has resulted in some exceptional performances.  

The children have been out and about, making the most of the local area and enjoying many 

opportunities. As well as impromptu autumn walks, groups have visited College Lakes, for workshops 

on pond-dipping and bug-hunting, Holdenby House, for a Tudor experience, St. Albans, for a day of 

Roman culture, and Watford Palace for a pantomime (oh yes we did)! In-school experiences have 

included watching the Roald Dahl online show, a visit from a Roman soldier (Portals to the Past), a 

visit from a Victorian schoolmaster, a Rainbow Fish workshop and a festive treat, care of Mr Marvel.  

Some news is not so exciting, but equally important. For example, the FoL held their AGM and I am 

delighted that all committee positions have been filled. The new improved school-wide Wi-Fi is 

working a treat and the new database is now up and running. The website is constantly evolving and 

new pictures are being added all the time.  

Many members of staff have been on CPD courses to keep up to date, learn new skills and meet 

other teachers. Three teachers have been looking at how we can further improve writing through 

the school, there have been the usual health and safety update courses and some teachers have met 

with other local teachers to moderate children’s work and make sure we are as good as we say we 

are.  

We continue to have a constant stream of potential parents viewing our nursery and a fair few 

enquiring about places in our school. Many of these visitors have heard of our reputation before 

they set foot inside Longwood and they are never disappointed (except when we tell them we are 

over-subscribed).  
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On a personal note, I would like to thank all the parents for making me so welcome, all the staff for 

helping me to settle in so quickly and especially all the children for being so lovely. Merry Christmas 

and a happy new year. 

From Mr Livesey 

Staff (continued) 

Karen Wrightson 

With 20 years of experience working in childcare, 

Karen came to Longwood four years ago. She is 

qualified in early years, has a wealth of professional 

experience, maturity, and is a mum and grandmother. 

Karen is training to be a Group Leader at Longwood 

and has experience working in Apple, Cherry and Oak. 

Thank you Karen for always being such a dependable 

and valued member of the team, and keen to 

undertake interesting activities with the children, 

especially cooking.  

Bettina Hicks 

Bettina has been employed at Longwood since 2006. Again we 

are so lucky and thankful to have such a mature, reliable, kind 

and dependable person, herself also being a grandmother, 

caring for the children in Little Willow. Bettina has significant 

experience in the childcare field and is a valued and dedicated 

team member.   

Equipment - KS1 has a new art and craft storage trolley; Pre-

School have new baby buggies and brio train and track set; 

Nursery has many new carousels, activity sets, cooking 

equipment, play farmhouse, and a dressing up stand. 

Child Accident Prevention Trust – we purchased leaflets for 

appropriate age groups which have been handed out relating to 

child safety and accidents. Please take time to read these worthwhile publications which highlight 

the most common causes of child injuries. 

Button Batteries – found in watches, key fobs, calculators, hearing aids, children’s toys, music 

greeting cards, children’s thermometers, flameless candles and nightlights. They can be extremely 

dangerous for children if swallowed and can kill within hours – CAPT advises to go immediately to 

A&E or call an ambulance.   

Entrance Area - Keith and Richard (caretakers) will be modernising the entrance area over the next 

months. 

Christmas Lunch, Thursday – Thank you to Adelaide for making a delicious Christmas lunch with 

roast turkey and potatoes with all the trimmings including pigs in blankets and cranberry sauce.  
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From Alison Lapihuska 

Nursery has been getting used to observing the children digitally with our new Hudl’s, following the 

Early Years Foundation Stage profile, and has found the reduction in time invaluable. Nursery staff 

are enjoying the new format and we have had a good response from the staff during our feedback 

meetings.  

As you may have noticed, some of the photos are blurred and we apologise. We have been in touch 

with the software provider and are working closely with them to resolve the problem as soon as 

possible.  

Nursery children have had lots of fun recently with festive parties, activities, singing, dancing and 

much more. We hope the children have shared their experiences with you and look out for any 

photos on display. If you are planning on taking any time off over the festive period with your child 

to enjoy the celebrations, please can you let us know. 

We hope that you have a wonderful festive break and best wishes for 2016. 

 

From the Friends of Longwood 

Please find attached the FoL Autumn Term 2015 Newsletter which gives you an update on all the 

events held and organised by the Committee this term. You will also read about FoL’s ambitious and 

exciting new target as well as events planned for next term! In the meantime, wishing you and your 

families a relaxing break over the festive period! 

 

Clubs Next Term 

As next term consists of ten weeks before Easter, please note that clubs will start straight away i.e. 

on the first day back after the Christmas holidays. 

 

PE/Swimming/Games Lessons 

Sports lessons start as soon as we return to school. All children must bring their kit in on the first day 

of term. UKS2 have swimming on the first day back. 

 

Congratulations 

Well done to Archie (UKS2). He was given a certificate on Monday for consistently producing work of 

excellent quality. He showed me his topic book and his science book and after looking through both, 

I thoroughly agree with Mrs Bresler. Great job, Archie! 
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Reminder 

We close at 5pm on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 

 

After-School Golf Club – from Chris Drane (golf pro) 

This term the children were introduced to golf at Bushey Hall Golf Club.  During the sessions the 

children were introduced to all aspects of the game of golf.  They started using plastic clubs and 

foam balls and progressed on to using proper golf clubs and balls playing on the golf course.  Areas 

covered were short game (putting, chipping and bunker play) and long game (iron shots, tee shots 

and playing on the course).  The children took part in challenges and games to develop their skills 

and to work together as a team.  They have been great to work with over the term and I am looking 

forward to them progressing further next term. 

Plan for next term: 

Progression group: will learn more detailed elements and skills for all aspects of the game and will 

spend more time playing on the golf course. 

Beginner group:  introduced to different aspect of the game learning basic technique, this will be for 

new children wanting to take part and some members of the existing group. 

Maximum number per group will be 10 children. Please sign your child up on the clubs board. 

 

Attachments to this newsletter: 

 FoL newsletter 

 FoL easygiving letter 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Event Date Time & Place Notes 

School Holidays  Monday 14th December 
– Monday 4th January 

 Day-care available 
every day, apart from 
bank holidays 

UKS2 trip to London 
Museums 

Tuesday 26th January 8.15am drop off at 
Stanmore tube 
station, return 
3.30/4pm at Bushey 
station 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack needed 
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KS1 trip to the Roald 
Dahl museum 

Tuesday 26th January During the school 
day 

Packed lunch and 
snack needed 

Open Evening Thursday 28th January 7pm in the school 
hall 

All nursery and pre-
school parents asked 
to attend 

UKS2 visit to Lea 
Valley 

Wednesday 9th March Leave school at 8.30, 
return for 3.30 

Packed snack and 
lunch required 

Summer Fete Saturday 25th June 12pm – 2pm in the 
school grounds 

More details to follow 

 

  

 



 

 

 


